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MONK PARAKEETS

by Mike Scully

Some people reading this may recall that | recently
visited Costa Rica, where members of the parrot family
form a noisy part of the local avifauna. So it was that |
felt a sense of deja vu when | heard a series of unmis-
takable shrieks along Mission Road, just north of Hwy
90. There, across from the old CPS power plant, were
two bulky masses of twigs and sticks lodged amid a
metal framework that supported power lines and
transformers, attended by several loquacious Monk
Parakeets (Myopsitta monachus).

If their
calls were
character-
istically
parrot-like,
their nests
§ certainly
were not.
All parrots
nestin
cavities, a
few species excavate their own, and some fill their
nesting cavities with twigs. The Monk Parakeet is
unigue in that it has taken this process one step further,
creating cavities within large balls of sticks of their own
making. They construct these bulky structures in the
branches of trees, on cliffs and on suitable man-made
structures.

The native range of the Monk Parakeet extends from
Southern Brazil to Central Argentina, their unique
nesting habits allowing them to occupy a variety of
open-country habitats ranging from riparian woodlands
to semi-arid savannahs. Humans typically alter the
landscape in ways favorable to the parakeet. Within
its native range, the widespread planting of eucalyptus
trees around houses in otherwise treeless areas has
provided numerous additional nesting sites, and the
clearing of forested areas has provided areas of

new habitat.

Inside this issue:

Monk Parakeets reside in
flocks year-round, the social
life of the group centering upon
their nests. Surprisingly little
appears to be known about the
social dynamics and genetic
relationships occurring within
these flocks. Flock members
roost communally inside the 7
nests, departing in groups of
varying sizes to forage. In their native range these for-
aging flocks may number in the hundreds. Most flocks
are smaller, sometimes consisting of just two or three
birds. Feeding usually occurs within two miles of the
nest site.
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In the spring, Monk Parakeet pairs fight over the
available cavities within their stick nests. Relative to
other parrots, the potential reproductive rate of the
Monk Parakeet is quite high, with up to seven eggs in a
clutch and some evidence for an occasional occurrence
of second broods. The female assumes most incuba-
tion duties and both parents feed the young, sometimes
helped by other members of the flock. The young
fledge at around seven weeks of age. It is not known
how long they associate with their parents after
fledging, but periods of up to three months have

been recorded.

Parrots and parakeets are popular cage birds around
the world, and many have escaped into the wild in loca-
tions far outside their native ranges. Such escapees
may survive for months, especially in warmer locales
where well-stocked bird feeders are available. Suc-
cessful breeding has been reported for a number of
these escaped species, and at least 10 species are
known or suspected to have established feral popula-
tions within the United States.

Those escaped parrots best able to survive in the wild
are those which can exploit the natural food resources
of the area in which they escape. Monk Parakeets are

(Continued on p. 3)




SAN ANTONIO AUDUBON CALENDAR

Please call the trip leaders for more information
concerning any of the following field trips. Last-
minute changes to field trips will be posted at
saaudubon.org or on the recorded message at
308-6788.

Saturday, October 10, 8:00 AM

SAAS Beginner's Bird Walk

Join leader Georgina Schwartz (342-2073) at the
Judson Nature Trails next to Alamo Heights
swimming pool. At the 5900 block of Broadway
in Alamo Heights, turn west on Ogden and go to
the first stop sign at Greeley Street. Turn left on
Greeley and then after one block, turn right on
Viesca to the small parking lot on the left before
the swimming pool. Everyone is welcome.
Binoculars are available.

Saturday, October 17, 8:00 AM

SAAS Field Trip to Texas Ornithological

Society (TOS) Sanctuary, Magic Ridge

Leaders: Dr. Brent Ortego, TOS Sanctuaries
Manager and Bron Rorex, TOS Region 7 Direc-
tor. Limited to the first 15 SAAS members who
sign up. Contact Sandi Wheeler at
Wheels5683@satx.rr.coor 659-8168 to sign

up. Directions will be given to participants. To
find out more about Magic Ridge go to the TOS
website, texasbirds.org.

Sunday, October 25, 9:00 AM

Choke Canyon State Park (Butterflies)

Join Martin Reid and Sheridan Coffey at the
park’s Calliham Unit as they lead a search for
amazing butterflies. Choke Canyon, with its vari-
ety of native plants, has had some fabulous re-
cords of species that normally occur south of the
Rio Grande. Meet at the birding trail head at 9
AM. Should be finished around noon. We can
also do some birding along the way! Bring a hat,
water, and snacks. Directions: Take IH-37 south
for about 75 miles. Exit at Three Rivers and con-
tinue on US 281. Take SH 72 west from Three

Rivers to County Road 302 (R8). Turn right and
follow R8 to the Calliham Unit gate. Approxi-
mate driving time from San Antonio is 2 hours.
Be prepared to pay the state park entrance fee.
Tuesday, October 27, 8:00 AM

Medina River Natural Area

Leader Helen Rejzek (679-7437) will meet you
in the parking lot of the Medina River Natural
Area for this field trip. From Loop 410 South,
drive 4.2 miles south on SH 16. The park is on
the east (left) side of the road just before the Me
dina River bridge.

Saturday, October 31, 8:00 AM

SAAS Field Trip to Warbler Woods

Meet leader Sandi Wheeler (632-2812) at War-
bler Woods Bird Preserve in Cibolo. Take IH 35
towards Austin; take exit # 176 (Wiederstein);
turn right on Wiederstein Rd.; turn left at Old
Wiederstein Rd; pass Dean Road; Warbler
Woods is on the right--19349 Old Wiederstein
Rd., (green mailbox). Field trip will be about
2.5 hours long.

LOOKING AHEAD
Nov. 1: Castroville Regional Park
Nov. 7: Beeville
Nov. 22: Calaveras and Braunig Lalg
Dec. 13: Goliad State Park

A | Bewick's Wren. April
<] reports that twice a yea
i for the past five years,
1 wrens have nested in the
| decorative hat on the
+ || exterior of her house.
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MONK PARAKEETS (Continued from page 1)

able to feed upon a wide variety of wild foods including
grass seeds, leaf buds, flowers, nectar, pollen and
various wild fruits, one major food source in their native
range being a relative of our own familiar hackberry.
They also feed upon cultivated fruits and grains and
are regarded as an agricultural pest in South America.

Monk Parakeets have a remarkable ability to tolerate a
broad range of temperatures, from desert heat to
sub-zero cold. Feral Monk Parakeets in Chicago

have survived nighttime temperatures below -20°F.

The Monk Parakeet is our most widespread feral
parrot, with localized populations existing in 11 states,
including Texas. When the first feral populations were
found more than 30 years ago, it was feared that the
species would rapidly multiply to pest status. In the
decades since then however, the species has spread
only slowly despite a steady increase in numbers.
Part of this must be due to the innately sedentary
nature of the species. Also, for reasons poorly
understood, many of the adult birds in a flock do not
breed every year.

Mike Scully is a teacher in the
Northside Independent School
District and has enjoyed watching
birds since childhood.

OTHER BIRDING EVENTS

Mitchell Lake  10/3 9:00 - 11:00 AM
Family Program: Kids Birding 101

This is a class for children to learn more about bird-
ing. They will learn how to use binoculars and how to
identify the birds they see. Space is limited. Free, but
pre-registration is required. 10750 Pleasanton Road,
San Antonio, TX. 210/628-1639. For more information
or to RSVP, visit: www.mitchelllakeaudubon.org

Boerne Birders 10/17  8:00 - 10:00 AM
Joshua Springs Park

Meet at the entrance of Joshua Springs County Park
at 716 FM 289, on the west side of IH 10 (around the
curve from Popo's) in Kendall County. Take exit 533
on IH-10 West from San Antonio. This is our first out-
ing to the big new Joshua Springs County Park. Bring
binoculars and a favorite bird book. For more informa-
tion, call 830/230-5551 or 210/710-3981.

SA Botanical Garden
Beginning Bird Walk
Enjoy birds in native habitats at the Garden. Visit our
"birding list" at www.sabot.org. Meet at the Carriage
House. Free for SA Botanical Garden

members; non-members $7/adult. 555 Funston.
210/207-3250.

JNT REPORT by Shirley Bartels

How many of you have been to the Judson Nature
Trails for a walk lately?

10/27  9:00 AM

If you've been there you probably noticed that quite a
few beautiful, big, old trees have succumbed to the
drought. Not only did we lose a large hackberry and a
huge branch from a live oak two months ago, but at

the end of August a giant cedar elm uprooted and fell
on that same oak and demolished it completely along
with some smaller trees. (Continued on p. 5)

Mitchell Lake Birding Trips

Regular hours are from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM on
Saturdays and Sundays; call Center at 210/628-1639
for other times. Directions: Exit South Loop 410 at
Moursund Blvd (Exit-46); go south 0.7 mile to gate on
left and ring buzzer for entry. Docent-led birding trips,
$3.00 for MLAC members, $5.00 for non-members,
are scheduled at 8:00 AM on:

October 11, 2nd Sunday with Curt McCamy

October 13, 2nd Tuesday with Helen Rejzek,
Georgina Schwartz

October 18, 3rd Sunday with Helen Rejzek,
Georgina Schwartz, Mariann Golden

October 24, 4th Saturday with Ernie Roney
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The Birding Scene

August 2009
by Sheridan Coffey

It's always hard to believe that fall migration is going
on in the midst of August heat. Despite that, birds cer-
tainly were moving. One big surprise was a report of an
early Baltimore Oriole at Warbler Woods on August 1.
Shorebird migration was going great guns from the
beginning of the month with Martin Reid reporting 15
species of shorebirds at Mitchell Lake, including
American Avocet, both Yellowlegs, Solitary Sandpiper,
Semipalmated Sandpiper, Western Sandpiper, Baird’s
Sandpiper, Upland Sandpiper and Stilt Sandpiper
along with sixteen Roseate Spoonb|lls on August 2.
Dodge Engleman had “”f_’: === 3
a Long-billed Curlew =
at Mitchell Lake the —
same day.

Some of the earliest
passerine migrants in
fall are Yellow War-
blers and Empidonax
flycatchers. Helen
Rejzek and Mike
Creese found both at
Mitchell Lake on August 3. A San Antonio Audubon
field trip to Rancho Diana was very successful

with two Black-capped Vireos, Black-and-white War-
blers and three Rufous-crowned Sparrows. The vireo is
not easy to find in Bexar County, and it was getting a
bit late in the season. Helen Rejzek also found a late
Golden-cheeked Warbler at Friedrich Wilderness Park
on August 5.

American Avocet
By Lora Render

Curt McCamy found several Common Paraques on
both sides of Bird Pond at Mitchell Lake on August 9.
Most of the species of shorebirds and the spoonbills
mentioned previously were still present, along with an
impressive adult Peregrine Falcon. At least 50 Wilson’s
Phalaropes were in the East Polder, where the best
shorebird habitat has been.

On August 13 Susan Schaezler had a Black-and-white
Warbler at Warbler Woods. She added a Black-
throated Green on August 16. Also on August 16 Geor-
gina Schwartz reported an Olive Sparrow from Mitchell
Lake. Helen Rejzek had a Common Yellowthroat at
Leon Creek Greenbelt on August 17. Susan Schaezler
found a Louisiana Waterthrush on August 19 at War-
bler Woods. Helen Rejzek saw a Mourning Warbler at
Leon Creek Greenbelt.

The last week of the month was great for warblers at
Warbler Woods. Susan reported Mourning Warblers,
MacGillivray’s Warblers, Prothonotary Warbler and
Canada Warbler, along with some of the earlier men-
tioned species. Janice McClintock had a late Black-
capped Vireo in her yard in Medina County. Marcin
Kojtka had numerous Empidonax flycatchers at Leon
Creek, including Least, Yellow-bellied and “Traill's”. He
also found a Louisiana Waterthrush, Wilson’'s Warbler
and Baltimore Oriole on August 31.

SAAS 2009 ANNUAL DINNER
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Welcome New Members!

Denise Flinn------ 314/440-3991
120 Pinecrest Blvd, Apt. 3
San Antonio, TX 78209-4136

Kirk & Monika Menczer------ 210/496-5287
23135 Summers Dream
San Antonio, TX 78258-3217

OTHER EVENTS

CROWNRIDGE CANYON NATURAL AREA

WALK 10/03 9:00 AM -11:00 AM

Join us for a natural and cultural history interpretive
walk. Learn about the flora, fauna, and geology, and
how people have used and shaped the land. 7222
Luskey Blvd. $2 donation suggested. Reservations
recommended 210/564-6402 or 210/372-9124.
Bring water! www.sanaturalareas.org

MEDINA RIVER NATURAL AREA

FALL FEST 10/10  9:00 AM - Noon

Join us for our 5™ Annual FALL FEST on Saturday,
October 10™. Bring your whole family to this one! Lots
of kid-friendly activities including Art in the Park, Skins,
Skulls & Tracks, Live Snakes and Lizards, Where
Does the Green Stuff Come From, Fly Fishing Casting,
Dog and Rescue presentations, Solar Cooking, Flint
knapping, Arrowheads and more. Medina River Natu-
ral Area, 15890 Highway 16 South, San Antonio, TX,
78264. 210/624-2575. www.sanaturalareas.org

WELCOME TO MY WEB EISENHOWER

PARK 10/10 7:00-9:00 PM

Second Saturday Program. Dr. Cary Guffey, Associate
Professor of Biology at Our Lady of the Lake Univer-
sity, is one of the most knowledgeable and entertain-
ing natural history present-
ers in the Second Saturday
series. Come join us at
Eisenhower Park on a lively
hike as he shares the won-
derful world of spiders and
other arachnids.
Eisenhower Park, 19399
N.W. Military Drive.
Reservations recommended. Donation: $3 per person
or $5 per family. Call 210/564-6400 or visit
www.sanaturalareas.org

MITCHELL LAKE AUDUBON CENTER
10/24 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM  Annual Fall

Wildlife Festival and Plant Sale

Come celebrate nature and our 5th anniversary with
a day of great activities and exhibits for the whole
family! Hayrides, gardening programs, children's na-
ture crafts, birdhouse building and butterfly walks are
just some of the great activities to enjoy! Free!

10750 Pleasanton Road, San Antonio, TX.
210/628-1639. www.mitchelllakeaudubon.org

JNT TRAILS CLEAN-UP ( Continued from p. 3)

So, Alamo Heights Public Work cleared the brush out
and did a small rerouting of the trail. Now there is a
gaping hole in the canopy and the old oak will deco-
rate the ground as a reminder of this summer of 100
degree plus heat and no rain.

We thank Alamo Heights Public Works for cleaning
up the area and leaving what looks like an original art
work for all to view.

JNT after partial clean-up.

Thanks to Jack Eitinear for keeping the hummingbird
garden and other plants from dying in the heat. The
hummingbird feeders he placed near the trail house
are attracting many hummers who empty the feeders
every couple of days. We saw our first migrating
Ruby-throated there on Saturday, August 29th.

Also on that date Dick, Jack, and | saw a live, nearly
18-inch beautiful coral snake by the huisache tree
near the trail house.

On Sunday, Aug. 30th, Dick and | saw the two adult
and one young Crested Caracaras in one of the dead
trees on the south side of Olmos Dr. by the dam. It is
nice to know they have raised an offspring in the Ol-
mos Basin.

Shirley Bartels is INT Committee Chair for SAAS.
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FIELD TRIP REPORTS Q

Beginners' Bird Walk at Judson Nature

Trails, 9/12
Leader Georgina Schwartz was joined by three others,
Tim, Chris, and Lissa, for this monthly field trip and saw
21 species. Georgina reports that it was muddy along
the creek so they took the walk up Crescent Street to
the dam. The group looked down into the trees where
they saw goldfinches, several unidentified empids, a
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, two White-eyed Vireos, and a
Great Egret. A Red-tailed Hawk perched on the dam.
John Watson e-mailed Georgina a photo of a Louisiana
Waterthrush that he saw there late in the afternoon of
the same day.

Flying Free Forever—SAAS Field Trip to
the San Antonio Zoo Bird Department, 9/23

By Tom and Patsy Inglet, Field Trip FacilitatordAsS
Members, and SA Zoo Docents

Three words capture the mission statement of the San
Antonio Zoo: Conservation , Education , and Recrea-
tion . The small group of SAAS members who attended
the behind-the-scenes tour of the bird department re-
ceived a generous portion of all three served up by a
dedicated group of zoo professionals.

First, we were introduced to the cranes, Attwater’s
prairie chickens, and other larger birds in the species
survival breeding programs off exhibit. By the time we
left the facilities, we had a much
better understanding of the chal-
lenges involved in saving endan-
gered birds by captive breeding—

from hostile mates to local
predators to bureaucratic red
tape.

On our visit to the brooder we
saw first-hand how the zoo staff
cares for baby and injured birds.
We stood in the yard outside the

Malabar Grey

brooder to learn about the fla- -
mingo breeding program and to Hornbill
inspect this year's crop of babies giﬁ:;gﬁ
destined for other American Zoo- Wikipedia

logical Association (AZA) certi-

fied zoos that cannot breed their

own birds (80-90% of birds in zoos today come from
the breeding programs of other institutions). As we lis-
tened, we were entertained by the wild birds that have
come to depend on the care they receive from zoo
staff: macaws, lories, hornbills, doves, toucanets, and
many more were over our heads and under our feet.

In the Avian Reproduction Center (ARC) we saw many
of the smaller birds in off-exhibit breeding programs
and were again reminded of how difficult it can be to
raise threatened species away from their native envi-
ronments. Another highlight was a visit to the incubator
room where eggs from many species are protected
and hatched for further care in the brooder. There we
were able to see a Mag-

pie Goose chick develop- - E D -

ing inside the egg with the i : ;
help of the egg candling
machine. How neat is
that?

Because of the generosity
of the field trip participants
and the San Antonio
Audubon Board, the San
Antonio Zoo bird depart-
ment now has a new digital camera to take photos
of chick and feather growth, nests, hand raising tech-
nigues, exhibit renovations, and other important as-
pects of their work to insure the survival of birds from
around the world. We thank the San Antonio Zoo—
especially the bird department staff—for the wonderful
comprehensive tour, but more importantly, we thank
them for the work they are doing on behalf of birds
everywhere.

Magpie Goose Flying
By Djambalawa at en.wikipedia.org
Creative Commons License

Too Early for Thanksgiving

Harry Noyes and Maria Falcon took the photo of
this wild turkey that wandered into the backyard
of their suburban NE San Antonio home this
summer.

SAAS Members: Please check your mailing labellfor

the membershipenewal date!Use the form on the
back page or the online form at:
www.saaudubon.org/membership.htmrenew

or change your info. Members who get the pdf
newsletter will receive a renewal reminder via €
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SAAS-Y NOTES

Nominate Your SAAS 2009 Honoree

The SAAS Board of Directors is requesting member
recommendations for the award which will be pre-
sented to a club member at the December meeting in
recognition of their service to the San Antonio Audu-
bon Society. The written recommendation must list
reasons why this member should be considered as the
2009 honoree. Please send your recommendation in
writing to info@saaudubon.org or 5150 Broadway
#257, San Antonio, TX 78209.

GIVE AWHOORP!

Operation Migration Update
Again this year the San Antonio Audubon Society
sponsored an Operation Migration mile
(#678 to be specific). As of mid-
September, 460 miles (of 1285) have
been sponsored for the 2009 fall migra-
tion to return endangered Whooping
Cranes to the eastern North American
flyway. Also, there are still over 8,000
Whoops left in the Give a WHOOP! cam-
paign celebrating the past 10,000 migra- [}
tion miles flown with the Whooping
Cranes following ultralights. You can still =
support Operation Migration’s 2009 pro-
gram by visiting their website:
www.operationmigration.org

Directors-at-Large
i Mariann Golden

i Jerry Coleman
i Tim Katafias
i Mike Sims

: Committee Chairs

TPW Commission Awards $9 Million in
Local Park Grants across Texas

FORT WORTH, Texas - The Texas Parks and Wild-
life Commission on Aug. 27 approved more than $9
million in competitive parks and recreation grants for
city and county parks and other sites across the
state.

The Dallas, Austin, San Antonio and El Paso areas
were awarded a combined total of $3.8 million. San
Antonio was also awarded $1 million from TPWD's
Indoor Recreation Grants program.

The City of San Antonio was awarded $1 million for
a 4,000 sq. ft. Urban Ecology Center at Voelcker
Park. Bexar County received $750,000 to renovate
and further develop the 36-acre Mission County
Park.

San Antonio Audubon Society
5150 Broadway #257
San Antonio TX 78209-5710
210/308-6788
info@saaudubon.org
www.saaudubon.org

Officers

i Barbara Kyse, President
i Sandi Wheeler, Vice President
i Gail Nickel, Secretary

i Patsy Inglet, Treasurer

SAAS NEEDS YOU
TO VOLUNTEER!
info@saaudubon.org

Sheridan Coffey

: Bird Records

Sheridan Coffey ------- birdreports@saaudubon.org

{ Conservation Chair, Vacancy-irfo@saaudubon.org

Education info@saaudubon.org
: Field Trips
i Helen Rejzek -------------- fieldtrips@saaudubon.org

{ Historian, Betty Walters

Membership ------------------ members@saaudubon.org
Database, Carol McCasland
Hospitality, Metha Haggard

Nature Trails & Publicity, Shirley Bartels
i Newsletter, Lora Reynolds---editor@saaudubon.org i
gWebSite, Bill Collins --------------- -\Neb@saaudubon_org

SAAS Board of Directors Meeting

October 27, Tuesday, 6:30 PM

Meet at the Carlyle Condominium, 7887 Broadwgy.
Info: Barbara Kyse, 824-8884ckyse@msn.com
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SAN ANTONIO AUDUBON SOCIETY, INC
5150 BROADWAY #257
SAN ANTONIO, TX 78209-5710

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Membership and Renewal Form

Name(s)

|:| New

Address

[ ]cit

|:| Renewal

City/State/Zip+4

Phone

Email address

Check one:
|:| Individual ($15 per year) |:| Junior, under 18 ($7 per year)
|:| Couple ($20 per year) |:| Family ($25 per year)
[] Life: Individual ($200) [ ] Life: Couple ($300)
|:| Contributing (minimum of $30 per year)

Would you like to save money for the club and receive your
newsletter via e-mail each month (faster and in color)?
|:| Yes |:| No

Donations: Sanctuary Fund

Judson Nature Trail

How did you find out about us?

Please make checks payable to: San Antonio Audubon
Society . Send dues and address changes to: ATTN MEM-
BERSHIP, SAN ANTONIO AUDUBON SOCIETY, 5150
BROADWAY #257, SAN ANTONIO TX 78209-5710; or join
online using a credit card or PayPal by going to:
www.saaudubon.org/membership.html. Email contact:

<members@saaudubon.org>
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SAN ANTONIO AUDUBON NEWS

Editor: Lora Reynolds

Contributing Editor and Mailing: Georgina Schwartz

Mailing Labels: Carol McCasland

The newsletter deadline is the 15th for the follogvimonth’s issue. Please)
send submissions via email to editor@saaudubon.org.

Copyright 2009 by the San Antonio Audubon SociBgrmission is
granted to other nonprofit groups to reprint aesclunless otherwise
noted. Reprints must refer to the originating isaneé give credit to the
San Antonio Audubon News and the specific author.




