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Black-and-white Warblers 
by Mike Scully 
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Inside this issue: 

In our area, fall migration is often a subtle and  
prolonged phenomenon. The migrants themselves are  
often silent and not so apt to arrive in waves. Only the 
sometimes ubiquitous occurrence of at least one or two 
migrants in most any pocket of habitat around town 
indicates the enormous numbers actually involved.   
 
Many fall migrants are less colorful than those of 
springtime. An appreciation of the subtler shades of 
olives, muted yellows and shades of grey and brown, 
as well as a good pair of binoculars, can all be helpful 
when appreciating their subtle beauty. 
 
Amid the passing flocks how-
ever, is one species that  
always seems to stand out in a 
crowd: the aptly named Black-
and-white Warbler (Mniotilta 
varia) which, despite its simple 
color scheme, is at all seasons 
one of the more attractive of 
our songbirds. Both cryptically 
and boldly patterned, this 
unique warbler is most often 
seen occupying its particular 
niche; that of creeping along 
the branches and trunks of 
trees looking for insects. 
 
Black-and-white Warblers breed in mixed or deciduous 
woodlands throughout a broad range that extends 
across the North Woods from Newfoundland to the 
Northwest Territories, south to include parts or all of 
most of our Eastern States, and westward to Central 
Texas. Perhaps because of its ability to forage on bark, 
the species arrives on the breeding grounds earlier 
than most other warblers. The breeding habits are oth-
erwise typical for a warbler: the well-concealed nest 
cup is placed on the ground amid vegetation at the 
base of a rock or boulder. The female alone incubates 
the eggs and both sexes feed the young. In some ar-
eas, cowbird parasitism is frequent. One brood per year 
is the norm. 
 
 
 

The winter range of the Black-
and-white Warbler extends 
from our Southeastern States 
southwards to Venezuela and 
Colombia, and includes most of 
Central America and the Carib-
bean. On the wintering grounds 
the species is able to utilize an 
extraordinary range of wood-
land types including mature 
rain forest, semi-arid wood-
lands, urban parks, various forms of second growth, 
and shade-grown coffee plantations.  As one might  
expect with this adaptable species, Black-and-white 
Warblers have been able to survive human alterations 
of the landscape and it remains a common species 
across most of its range. 
 
For a bird that has so successfully exploited a bark-
gleaning niche, any physical adaptations the species 
may posses toward that end may not immediately be 
apparent to the casual observer. Unlike the woodpeck-
ers and creepers, the tail feathers are not stiffened for 
use as a support, neither is the unusually long hind toe 
and claw (an adaptation also found in nuthatches) 
usually discernible from a distance.  
 
Although the slender, decurved bill can be used to 
probe crevices in the bark similar to the manner of a 
Brown Creeper, the degree of curvature is slight and 
may pass unnoticed.  Black-and-white Warblers also 
forage like other warblers by methodically gleaning in-
sects from the foliage. Their ability to forage on tree 
bark might best be viewed as an additional foraging 
ability rather than as a limiting specialization. 
 
As with other members of the bark-gleaning guild, 
Black-and-white Warblers do not ordinarily flock with 
their own species, but often join mixed-species flocks.  
They aggressively chase other Black-and-whites from 
these foraging flocks, and in areas of range overlap 
may also attempt to exclude competitors such as 
Brown Creepers and Nuthatches. 
 
 
 

(Continued on p. 3) 

Black-and-white Warbler  
by Lee Pasquali 
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Please call the trip leaders for more information 
concerning any of the following field trips.  
Last-minute changes to field trips will be posted at 
saaudubon.org or on the recorded message at  
308-6788. 

 
Sunday, November 1, 8:00 AM 
Castroville Regional Park 
Meet Georgina Schwartz at 8 AM at the upper parking 
lot at Castroville Regional Park. Directions: from west-
bound US 90 in Castroville, turn left at the end of the 
Medina River bridge on to Florence Street in front of 
the Landmark Inn and follow the signs to the park. Info 
at 342-2073. �
�
Saturday, November 7, 8:00 AM  

Beeville, Bee County 
Leader:  Jimmy Jackson, property owner. This field trip 
is limited to the first 15 SAAS members who sign up.  
Contact Sandi Wheeler at Wheels5683@satx.rr.com or 
659-8168 to register. Reservations will be taken begin-
ning on Oct. 25 and directions will be given. This trip 
will start at Jimmy’s property and may include other 
locations in the area as time permits. 

 
Saturday, November 14, 8:00 AM  
SAAS Beginners’ Bird Walk 
Join leader Georgina Schwartz 
(342-2073) at the Judson Nature 
Trails next to Alamo Heights 
swimming pool. At the 5900 block 
of Broadway in Alamo Heights, 
turn west on Ogden and go to the 
first stop sign at Greeley Street. 
Turn left on Greeley and then af-
ter one block, turn right on Viesca to the small parking 
lot on the left before the swimming pool. Everyone is 
welcome. Binoculars are available.  

 
Wednesday, November 18, 8:00 AM   
Jackson Nature Park in Wilson County 
Meet leader Chet Burrier at Jackson Nature Park in 
Wilson County. Bring drinking water and wear closed-
toe shoes. There is a port-a-potty on the site.  
Directions: leave San Antonio on US 87 towards  
Victoria and La Vernia. Just before Stockdale, turn 
south on CR 104 and go to the park on your left just 
after crossing Cibolo Creek. There is a fee of $1 at the 
park. Info at 342-2073.  

  
 SAN ANTONIO AUDUBON CALENDAR  

Sunday, November 22, 8:00 AM 
Calaveras and Braunig Lakes  
Meet leaders Sheridan Coffey and Martin Reid at the 
boat ramp area near the Calaveras Lake Park office. 
Bring sack lunch, snacks, and water. Admission fee:  
$4 adults (16-64), $2 seniors (65+). 

LOOKING AHEAD 
        Dec. 13: Goliad State Park  

SAAS Monthly Meeting 
 

Birds of Alaska �  Jim Hailey 
 

Thursday, November 5 �  7:00 PM 
Lion’s Field �  2809 Broadway  

(Broadway at Mulberry)  
  

Jim Hailey enjoys bird watching, photography, 

travel and hiking. A frequent traveler, he has  

visited nearly every state in the U.S., including 

Alaska and Hawaii, and he has traveled to areas 

in Mexico and throughout most of Canada.  He is 

the vice-president of the Texas Ornithological 

Society, president of the Monte Mucho Audubon 

Society of South Texas and has served on the 

board of Texas Audubon. Jim also leads birding 

trips for elder hostels at Texas A&M University--

Kingsville and the Texas Ornithological Society. 

Tufted 
Puffin 
 
Photo 
taken in 
Alaska 
by Tom 
and  
Patsy 
Inglet 
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Mitchell Lake Birding Trips 
Regular hours are from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM on 
Saturdays and Sundays; call Center at 210/628-1639 
for other times. Directions: Exit South Loop 410 at 
Moursund Blvd (Exit 46); go south 0.7 mile to gate on 
left and ring buzzer for entry. Docent-led birding trips, 
$3.00 for MLAC members, $5.00 for non-members, 
are scheduled at 8:00 AM on: 
    November 8, 2nd Sunday with Curt McCamy 

    November 10, 2nd Tuesday with Helen Rejzek,  
                Georgina Schwartz 

    November 15, 3rd Sunday with Helen Rejzek, 
                Georgina Schwartz, Mariann Golden 

    November 28, 4th Saturday with Ernie Roney 

Project FeederWatch Begins in November 

Project FeederWatch, a joint effort sponsored by the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology in New York and Bird Stud-
ies Canada in Ontario, gives anyone with an interest in 
backyard birdwatching the opportunity to contribute 

their observations toward the 
study, protection, and preserva-
tion of North American feeder 
birds. 
 
The annual survey officially kicks 
off on the second Saturday in 
November and runs through 
early April. Participants decide 
on a schedule for regularly 

counting birds at their feeders during that period, and 
then either submit the data online or using paper 
forms. A $15 annual participation fee covers the  
cost of the research kit you will receive. To register, 
visit  www.birds.cornell.edu/pfw/ or call toll-free  
877-741-3077.  

Boerne Birders �  11/21 �  8:00-10:00 AM  
Cibolo Nature Center  
Meet at the CNC pavilion. Free. Join a friendly group 
of birders who are happy to share knowledge and 
guide this bird walk and monthly census. We will bird 
the 100-acre Nature Center property that includes 
marsh, prairie, woodland and Cibolo Creek. Bring 
your binoculars and favorite bird book. For more 
information, call 830-230-5551 or 210-710-3981.  
 
 
SA Botanical Garden  �  11/21 �   9:00 AM 
Beginning Bird Walk  

Enjoy birds in native habitats at the 
Garden. Visit our "birding list" at 
www.sabot.org. Meet at the Carriage 
House. Free for SA Botanical Garden 
members; non-members $7/adult. 
555 Funston.  210-207-3250. 

OTHER BIRDING EVENTS 

 
Despite the wide breeding range, no separate 
subspecies of the Black-and-white Warbler are  
currently recognized. It is probable however that  
separate breeding populations also migrate to  
separate areas of the winter range.   
 
In addition, although no significant foraging or habitat 
preference differences have been observed between 
the sexes, it is possible that some degree of resource 
partitioning does occur. In one Puerto Rican field 
study, wintering females far outnumbered wintering 
males, and returning males may outnumber females on 
the Gulf Coast in the spring. 
 
In our area, the Black-and-white Warbler is a common 
spring and fall migrant. It is also a locally common 
breeder in wooded ravines of the adjacent Hill Country.  
Although we are located toward the northern fringe of 
the winter range, the species turns up regularly on our 
local Christmas counts. 
 

 

Black-and-white Warblers (Continued from page 1) 

 
Mike Scully is a teacher in the  
Northside Independent School  
District and has enjoyed watching 
birds since childhood. 

Painted Redstart by Ben Plummer 
Photo taken in Payson AZ, Summer 2009  P
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In September, fall migration really starts to pick up. 
Hawks, shorebirds, hummingbirds and passerines are 
all on the move. The first winter resident birds start to 
arrive. This past September was no exception. 
 
On the first day of the month, Lora Reynolds had a 
male Rufous Hummingbird  
visiting her yard in north central 
San Antonio. Susan Schaezler 
had a male Mourning Warbler 
reported from her yard, along 
with both Baltimore and  
Orchard Orioles.  
 
Helen Rejzek started the 
shorebird reports for the month 
on the second, with eight spe-
cies of shorebirds at Mitchell 
Lake, including Western, Pectoral and Spotted Sandpi-
pers and American Avocets. Two post-breeding Rose-
ate Spoonbills were also at the lake. Helen also found 
a Canada Warbler and four Wilson’s Warblers, and  
a Barred Owl at the Leon Creek Greenbelt on  
September  3. 
 
Andy and Wendy Garcia had a good day birding on 
Ave. A on September 7. Among the migrants they saw 
were an Olive-sided Flycatcher, an Eastern Kingbird, 
two Summer Tanagers, an Indigo Bunting and a  
Yellow-breasted Chat.   

 
On the same day, five spe-
cies of warblers were found 
at Warbler Woods, includ-
ing a first of fall Nashville 
Warbler.  Michelle Eckman 
heard an Alder Flycatcher 
singing in Brackenridge 
Park on September 9. 
 
John Watkins reported a 
Louisiana Waterthrush at 
Olmos Basin on September 
12. On September 20, April 

Grunspan had a large flock of Baltimore Orioles pass 
through her yard, heading south.  
 
Two Vermillion Flycatchers made early appearances. 
Sheridan Coffey had one on September 20 at Leon  
 

 The Birding Scene   
September 2009  
by Sheridan Coffey  

Creek Greenbelt and Steve Hawkins saw one at 
Mitchell Lake on September 21. 
 
Helen Rejzek reported the first House Wren of fall on 
September 23 at Leon Creek Greenbelt.  Greg Liscian-
dro reported a remarkably early Winter Wren from his 
yard in Encino Park on September 24. Greg also had 
four species of vireos: White-eyed, Blue-headed,  
Warbling and Bell’s in his yard on September 25. The 
same day, Susan Schaezler reported a Brown 
Thrasher from Warbler Woods. Susan had the first  
Savannah Sparrow reported for the season.  

 

If you’re planning a trip to the Rio Grande Valley, 
please note the days several birding sites are now 
closed: 
�� Frontera Audubon Sanctuary in Weslaco is now  

closed on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday 
�� Quinta Mazatlan in McAllen is  

closed on Sunday and Monday 
�� Valley Nature Center in Weslaco is  

closed Sunday mornings and Monday  
�� Audubon's Sabal Palm Sanctuary in Brownsville 

is closed until further notice 
�� Nature Conservancy’s Lennox Foundation 

Southmost Preserve in Cameron County is open 
only for occasional work days and scheduled 
public events 

 

 
Birding Site Closures in the RGV 

by Georgina Schwartz 

Rufous Hummingbird 
by Lora Reynolds 
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Summer Tanager 
by Leslie Linehan 
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FRIENDS OF MEDINA RIVER NATURAL 
AREA  MEETING �   11/4  �   6:00-7:00 PM 
Be one of the first to join the Friends of Medina River 
Natural Area! We’re meeting the first Wednesday of 
every month at Palo Alto College, Library-Ozuna Build-
ing, Room 206. For more information, please contact 
Gail Dugelby, Nature Preserve Officer, 210-624-2575, 
gail.dugelby@sanantonio.gov. 
www.sanaturalareas.org  
 

NATURE WALK �  11/7 �  9:00-11:00 AM 
EISENHOWER PARK  
Get out and enjoy a nature hike with us and remind 
yourself of one of the best 
things we have to be thankful 
for at Thanksgiving – great 
Natural Areas where we can 
get some fresh air and exercise 
and reconnect with the land! 
 

Welcome New Members! 
Ruben & Dusty Ayala------830-714-7308 
3439 Eva Jane 
San Antonio, TX  78261-2221 
 
Chuck & Elinor DuVal------210-804-0594 
15 Hyde Park 
San Antonio, TX  78209-8325 
 
Jim & Margo Griffin---------830-562-3379 
11035 FM 470 
Tarpley, TX  78883-6307 
 
Alan & Patsy Kuentz-------210-493-2673 
13031 Hunters Ridge 
San Antonio, TX  78230-2847 
 
Anne Robinson--------------540-951-1360 
587 High Meadow Dr. 
Blacksburg, VA  24060-8835 
 
Martha Taylor----------------540-951-1194 
1114 Kentwood Dr., Apt. C 
Blacksburg, VA  24060-5602 
 

OTHER EVENTS 

Eisenhower Park, 19399 N.W. Military Drive.  
Reservations recommended. Donation: $3 per per-
son or $5 per family. Call 210/564-6400 or visit 
www.sanaturalareas.org  

 
 
FRIENDS OF GOVERNMENT CANYON 
MEETING �  11/8 �  9:30-11:30 AM  
The Friends of Government Canyon Education  
Committee http://www.friendsofgc.org/  is looking for 
one or more birders to join the committee. As people 
have been asking for birding programs, the organiza-
tion needs more birders on the committee.  

The Education Committee meets at what is known 
as The Ranch House for two hours, 9:30-11:30 AM, 
on the second Sunday of each month.  If anyone has 
any questions and/or is interested in observing one 
or a few of our meetings, please contact Steve  
Hawkins at shawkins4@satx.rr.com, 210-474-0308 
(home)  or 210-722-2017 (cell ). 

NATIVE AMERICAN STORIES �   11/14    
10:00-11:15 AM    �   EISENHOWER PARK 
Lipan Apache story-teller Emma Ortega shares her 

wonderful stories including 
why we should thank a  
turkey at Thanksgiving!  No, 
the reason is not because it 
tastes so good, although that 
is very true! This is definitely 
one for the whole family!  

Call 210-564-6400  
for reservations and  
information. Suggested do-
nation: $3.00 per individual/

$5.00 per family. Eisenhower Park, Harris Pavilion, 
19399 NW Military Hwy.  
. 
SIERRA CLUB  �  11/17 �  7:00 PM �  
WITTE MUSEUM 
The Sierra Club will host a program on climate 
change, presented by John Nielsen-Gammon of 
Texas A&M University.  
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Hawk Watch at Hazel Bazemore County 
Park, 9/23 

SAAS members Bill Zwartjes and Georgina Schwartz 
attended the Hawk Watch near Corpus Christi.  
Georgina reported seeing 40 species, including large 
numbers of Broad-winged Hawks, Wood Storks, and 
Anhingas; an Eastern Kingbird; Green Jays;  
Baltimore Orioles; a Zone-tailed Hawk; an Olive  
Sparrow; a Merlin; an Olive-sided Flycatcher and a 
Peregrine Falcon. 
    
Avenue A, 9/27 
Tim Katafias led 21 others, including 12 from Hill Coun-
try Retreat, on a walk along Avenue A in Brackenridge 
Park. They saw 38 species, with highlights being a 
Summer Tanager, Baltimore Oriole, Yellow Warbler, 
Black-and-white Warbler and Wilson's Warbler.  
 
Leon Creek Greenway, 9/29  
With leader Helen Rejzek at the helm, Bill Zwartjes, 
Lee Pasquali, Dick Fortenberry, Denise Schneider, 
Tina Gilson, Stephanie Staph, Alan and Patsy Kuentz 
and Georgina Schwartz spent three hours exploring the 
Leon Creek Greenway beginning at Babcock Blvd 
parking lot. Total species sighted was 31. Notable were 
Great-crested Flycatcher and Couch's Kingbird, Blue-
gray Gnatcatcher, House Wren, Vermilion Flycatcher, 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, Black-bellied Whistling Duck, 
Lesser Goldfinch and Belted Kingfisher.  
 
Beginners’ Bird Walk at Judson Nature 
Trails, 10/10 
Six birders joined leader Georgina Schwartz on a cold, 
windy morning. The Olmos Park area was very muddy, 
so the group walked up Crescent Street to the trail 
along the dam and saw 20 species. Birding highlights 
included two Swainson's Hawks, a Caracara, three  
Hummingbirds and a Long-billed Thrasher calling from 
the bushes.  
 

 

 
FIELD TRIP REPORTS SAAS ACCESSORIES MAKE GREAT 

GIFTS! 
 

Through the online  
retailer Café Press, 
items for sale at the 
San Antonio Audu-
bon Society's shop  
include an organic 
cotton t-shirt, a golf 
shirt, coffee mug, 
mouse pad, and a 
tote bag--all with the 
SAAS logo! 

Visit www.cafepress.com/saaudubon 

 

Hawk Watch Platform at Hazel Bazemore County Park 

SAAS Members: Please check your mailing label for 
the membership renewal date! Use the form on the 
back page or the online form at:  
www.saaudubon.org/membership.html to renew 
or change your info. Members who get the pdf 
newsletter will receive a renewal reminder via email. 

The Woodlands, Texas--I am sad to report that John 
Tveten of Baytown, TX, passed away October 12 of 
cancer. He died peacefully while surrounded by 
friends and family. Our love goes out to his wife, 
Gloria, and his son, Michael.  
 
John was among the greatest of naturalists ever to 
trod the earth. His knowledge was encyclopedic, and 
his generosity in sharing that knowledge was without 
equal. Through his newspaper columns, his many 
books, and his informative and engaging presenta-
tions, we all learned an immeasurable amount about 
birds, butterflies, moths, wildflowers, and countless 
other wonders of the natural world. Moreover, we 
were always inspired by his endless curiosity and 
enthusiasm.  
 
My wife, Kathy, and I are working with the family to 
arrange a celebration of John’s extraordinary life on 
October 29 beginning at 6:30 p.m. at Armand Bayou 
Nature Center, 8500 Bay Area Blvd, Pasadena, 
TX.  If you would like to bring cookies, snacks, or 
beverages, please do.  
 

 

 
IN MEMORY OF JOHN TVETEN 

by Gary Clark 

SAAS tote bag for sale 
at  

CafePress.com 
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SAAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Tuesday, November 24, 6:30 PM 
Meet at the Carlyle Condominium, 7887 Broadway. 
Info: Barbara Kyse, 824-8884, bckyse@msn.com 

San Antonio Audubon Society 
5150 Broadway #257 

San Antonio TX 78209-5710 
210/308-6788 

  info@saaudubon.org 
www.saaudubon.org 

Officers 
Barbara Kyse, President 
Sandi Wheeler, Vice President 
Gail Nickel, Secretary 
Patsy Inglet, Treasurer 

Directors-at-Large 
Mariann Golden 
Sheridan Coffey 
Jerry Coleman 
Tim Katafias  
Mike Sims 

Committee Chairs 
Bird Records  
   Sheridan Coffey ----------birdreports@saaudubon.org 
Conservation Chair, Vacancy-----info@saaudubon.org  
Education --------------------------- info@saaudubon.org  
Field Trips 
   Helen Rejzek ---------------  fieldtrips@saaudubon.org  
Historian, Betty Walters 
Membership-------------------members@saaudubon.org  
   Database, Tom Inglet  
   Hospitality, Metha Haggard 
Nature Trails & Publicity, Shirley Bartels 
Newsletter, Lora Reynolds------editor@saaudubon.org 
Website, Bill Collins---------------web@saaudubon.org 

 
SAAS-Y NOTES 

Nominate Your SAAS 2009 Honoree 
The SAAS Board of Directors is requesting member 
recommendations for the award which will be pre-
sented to a club member at the December meeting in 
recognition of their service to the San Antonio Audu-
bon Society. The written recommendation must list 
reasons why this member should be considered as the 
2009 honoree. Please send your recommendation in 
writing to info@saaudubon.org or 5150 Broadway 
#257, San Antonio, TX 78209.  

SAAS NEEDS YOU 
TO VOLUNTEER! 

info@saaudubon.org 
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VOTE FOR SAAS BOARD MEMBERS 
ON NOV. 5  

SAAS members will vote for the 2010 officers and 
directors at the November 5th meeting.  Prior to 
that vote, members may nominate other candidates 
from the floor. Any members nominated from 
the floor must be present at the meeting and agree 
to serve if elected. 

 
The following SAAS members have been  
nominated for 2010 Board positions: 
President            Barbara Kyse 
Vice-President    Dahn Windhorn 
Secretary            Deneise Conrad 
Treasurer            Patsy Inglet 
Board Member    Gail Nickel 
Board Member    William "Dick" Fortenberry 
 
Present Board Members serving the second year of 
their terms in 2010 are: 
Mariann Golden 
Jerry Coleman 
Tim Katafias  

Dates for Area  
Christmas Bird Counts  

 
San Antonio, Sunday, Dec 20  

Coordinator: Sheridan Coffey, 210-561-2454 
 

     Boerne, Saturday, Jan 2  
Coordinator: Sue Wiedenfeld,  830-995-2300 

 
New Braunfels, Sunday, Jan 3 
Coordinator: To be announced 



SAN ANTONIO AUDUBON SOCIETY, INC 
5150 BROADWAY #257 
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Membership and Renewal Form 
Name(s) 

 New     Renewal  Gift 

Address 
 

City/State/Zip+4 
 

Phone 
 

Email address 
 

Check one:  
 Individual ($15 per year)  Junior, under 18 ($7 per year) 
 Couple ($20 per year)  Family ($25 per year) 

 Life: Individual ($200)  Life: Couple ($300) 

 Contributing (minimum of $30 per year) 
 

Would you like to save money for the club and receive your 
newsletter via e-mail each month (faster and in color)?     
 Yes    No 
Donations:   Sanctuary Fund  
 Judson Nature Trail 
How did you find out about us? 
 

Please make checks payable to: San Antonio Audubon 
Society . Send dues and address changes to: ATTN MEM-
BERSHIP, SAN ANTONIO AUDUBON SOCIETY, 5150 
BROADWAY #257, SAN ANTONIO TX 78209-5710; or join 
online  using a credit card or PayPal by going to: 
www.saaudubon.org/membership.html. Email contact: 
<members@saaudubon.org> 

SAN ANTONIO AUDUBON NEWS 
Editor: Lora Reynolds 
Contributing Editor and Mailing: Georgina Schwartz 
Mailing Labels: Tom Inglet  
The newsletter deadline is the 15th for the following month’s issue. Please 
send submissions via email to editor@saaudubon.org. 

Copyright 2009 by the San Antonio Audubon Society. Permission is 
granted to other nonprofit groups to reprint articles, unless otherwise 
noted. Reprints must refer to the originating issue and give credit to the 
San Antonio Audubon News and the specific author. 
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Jim Hailey  
Presents 

“Birds of Alaska” 

Lion’s Field, 2809 Broadway 
(Broadway at Mulberry)  


