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It has been the author’s privilege to participate in various 
local breeding bird counts over the years and far more 
species are detected by their calls and songs rather than 
by being seen. It soon becomes apparent that a handful 
of our local breeding birds are far more likely to be  
detected from any given point by virtue of their loud  
vocalizations. Species probably over-counted in this way 
include crows, wrens, titmice, cardinals, mockingbirds, 
woodpeckers and, probably more than any other  
species, the Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus). 
There are few areas in San Antonio where one cannot 
hear the loud wailing calls of this vocal raptor at least 
part of the year; even our downtown area has at least 
one nesting pair. 
 

Three species of Buteos can be found over most of the 
Eastern United States. In descending order of size, 
these are the Red-tailed Hawk (B. jamaicensis), the  
Red-shouldered Hawk and the Broad-winged Hawk  
(B. platypterus). The Red-tailed Hawk, nearly twice the 
weight of the Red-shouldered Hawk, prefers semi-open 
country. The Red-shouldered Hawk, in turn, averages 
about half again heavier than the smaller Broad-winged 
Hawk, with the latter two species breeding in deciduous 
or mixed woodlands. Broad-winged Hawks occupy 
wooded areas with a developed understory and some 
ground cover, while Red-shouldered Hawks prefer more 
mature forest or wooded swamps. Red-shouldered 

Hawks have also adapted 
well to urban and suburban 
areas, provided sufficient 
tree cover and wooded 
areas persist. All three  
Buteo species vigorously 
defend the area around 
their nest against the intru-
sions of other raptors.  
Predation events rarely 
occur, but Red-tailed Hawks do occasionally usurp Red-
shouldered Hawk nests. 
 
The Red-shouldered Hawk is a characteristic species of 
old-growth forests and was formerly quite abundant in 
areas where it subsequently grew scarce. The present 
range of the species extends from the Great Lakes  
Region and New Brunswick south to Southern Florida 
and South Texas, extending west in wooded areas to 
include the Midwest and the eastern half of Oklahoma 
and Texas. A separate population exists along the Pacif-
ic Coast from Southern Oregon to Baja California. 
Southern Red-shouldered Hawk populations are essen-
tially sedentary in habit. While the northern part of the 
breeding range is vacated in winter, wintering Red-
shouldered Hawks may be found as far south as the 
Mexican States of Jalisco and Veracruz. 
 
Red-shouldered and Broad-winged Hawks most often 
hunt from a perch within the forest canopy or at a wood-
land edge, opportunistically taking a wide variety of 
small vertebrate prey usually captured on the ground. In 
the northern parts of their range, Red-shouldered Hawks 
depend heavily upon chipmunks and voles. Here in the 
South, amphibians, reptiles and crawfish constitute a 
major portion of their diet and Red-shouldered Hawks 
are often seen perched on a roadside fence or utility 
wire intently watching a water-filled ditch below. Relative 
to most Buteos, Red-shouldered Hawks present a long-
tailed, slender profile and at times may hunt birds after 
the manner of an Accipiter, with some individuals  
learning to exploit bird feeders. 
 
 (Continued on p. 3) 

Red-shouldered Hawk 
By Lora Render 
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Please call the trip leaders if you have questions. 
Last-minute changes to field trips will be posted at 
saaudubon.org, www.facebook.com/saaudubon/ or 
sent by email via SATXBirds. Please arrive early. 
 

Saturday, July 13, 7:30 AM 
SAAS Beginners’ Bird Walk 
Meet leader Barbara Sykes (210/573-0535) at the 
Judson Nature Trails, 246 Viesca Street. We have 
some binoculars to lend and you don't have to  
be a beginner to come on this walk. From the 5900 
block of Broadway, turn west on Ogden Street and 
drive to the stop sign at Greeley Street. You’ll see a 
sign to Judson Nature Trails. Turn left, go one block 
and turn right on Viesca, then into parking lot on left.  
 
Tuesday, July 16, 7:30 AM 
Tobin Park 
Meet leader Mariann Golden (210/415-4661) at Tobin 
Park on Ira Lee Road and Austin Highway. The  
entrance is only accessible from Austin Highway and 
Ira Lee. If coming from the north on Austin Highway, 
turn immediately to the right after crossing the Salado 
Creek Bridge, turn left on Ira Lee and the entrance 
will be on your right. If coming from the south on  
Austin Highway, turn left before crossing the Salado 
Creek bridge and continue on Ira Lee to the park  
entrance. Please bring water, snacks, and bug spray. 
 
Saturday, July 20, 7:00 AM—Note early start time 
Choke Canyon State Park 
Meet leader Zachary Tonzetich (210/232-3670,  
zachary.tonzetich@gmail.com) at the entrance to the 
South Shore unit in Live Oak County. Go south on  
I-37 and take the exit to Three Rivers. In town, turn 
west on FM 72 and look for the entrance to the South 
Shore Unit on the right (about 4 mi). We will bird the 
South Shore Unit before moving to the Calliham Unit 
in McMullen County. There is an admission fee or 
use a State Parks Pass. Bring water and snacks. 
Lunch in Three Rivers if there is interest. 
 
Tuesday, July 23, 7:30 AM 
Crescent Bend Nature Park 
Meet Sandi Wheeler (wheels5683@gmail.com)  
in the parking lot of the park. From San Antonio,  
take I-10 east to the FM 1518 exit and go north  
toward Schertz. Look for a brown park sign at  
Schafer Road. Turn right and go 3 miles to the park.  
Entrance on left before Cibolo Creek. Bring water. 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, August 10, 7:30 AM 

SAAS Beginners’ Bird Walk 
Meet leader Georgina Schwartz (210/342-2073) at 
the Judson Nature Trails parking lot. See directions 
for July 13.  
 
Tuesday, August 13, Time TBD 

Evening Nighthawk Field Trip 
Bexar Audubon/San Antonio Audubon field trip. 
Space is limited. Contact Sherie Gee (210/367-1625 
or slgee18@yahoo.com) for details and to RSVP. 
 
Sunday, August 18, 7:30 AM 

Crescent Bend Nature Park 
Meet Sandi Wheeler at the park. See the July 23 field 
trip for directions. 
 

Saturday, August 24, Evening 

Bracken Bat Cave 
We will visit Bracken Bat Cave to observe the bats 
flying out in the evening. Contact Georgina Schwartz 
at 210/342-2073 or gbird@att.net to reserve your spot 
and receive instructions on meeting place and time. 
There is a $10 fee for Bat Conservation International 
and you will be expected to sign a release form.  
 
Tuesday, August 27, 7:30 AM 

Tobin Park 
Leader is Mariann Golden (210/415-4661). See  
directions for July 16 field trip. 
 
Thursday, August 29, 8:00 AM  

Comanche County Park 
Meet leader Christian Fernandez (415/0843) at 2600 
Rigsby Ave on the east side of town. From I-10 east 
of downtown, take Exit 577 (US-87/Roland Road). 
Turn south on Roland and go a half mile to the stop-
light at Rigsby Ave. Turn left and go 1.2 miles to Co-
manche Park, which will be on the right. There are 
multiple entrances to the park, but some gates will be 
closed, so just look for the one that is open. We will 
park at the trailhead to Salado Greenway.  

SAN ANTONIO AUDUBON CALENDAR: JULY/AUGUST 

Find Bird Friendly Plants 
Use the National Audubon Society’s native plants 

database to search by 
zip code and easily find 
the best plants for birds 
in your area. Click here 
to search the database. 
You’ll also see locations 
for  nearby nurseries 
that sell native plants.  

http://www.facebook.com/saaudubon/
mailto:zachary.tonzetich@gmail.com
mailto:wheels5683@gmail.com
mailto:gbird@att.net
https://www.audubon.org/native-plants
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In our area, nesting begins in winter. The territorial 
adults are conspicuous and vocal at this time, soaring 
high in the sky while calling frequently. Both sexes 
help construct the bulky nest of twigs and small 
branches generally placed in a fork of a main trunk. 
Their nests are usually built within the canopy, unlike 
the typically more conspicuous nests of Red-tailed 
Hawks. Nests may be reused over a period of years 
and in urban areas items of trash such as plastic bags 
may be incorporated.  

 
Three or 
four eggs 
are usual 
and most 
of the in-
cubation is 
performed 
by the  
female. 
Typical of 
raptors, 
incubation 
begins 
with the 
first egg 
and the 

eggs hatch asynchronously over a period of as long as 
seven days. In times of food shortage, the youngest 
nestlings often perish. The female remains in the  
vicinity of the nest after the nestlings hatch and she 
does all of the actual feeding of the young while the 
male delivers prey to the nest site.  
 
Young Red-shouldered Hawks leave the nest at ap-
proximately six weeks of age and may start capturing 
prey for themselves after about two more weeks.  
Full independence is achieved at around three  
months of age. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
 

Christine Collier 
7511 Robin Rest Drive 
San Antonio, TX 78209 

210/705-0897 
 

Keith and Kathy Sieczkowski 
317 Cape Aron Drive 

Corpus Christi, TX 
78412 

361/510-9917 
 

Jenny Wood 
4901 McCullough Ave 

San Antonio, TX 78212 
210/315-7515 

Red-shouldered Hawks continued from page 1 

SAAS Benefits When you Shop with 
Smile.Amazon.com 

SAAS receives a contribution from Smile.Amazon.com 
every time you shop at the online retailer. Simply  

register at Smile.Amazon.com and designate SAAS as 
your non-profit of choice.  

Native Plants—An Ecological Approach 
to Feeding Birds  

As valuable as seeds and fruit are to wildlife, native 
plants serve an even more important function. Na-
tive plants, from grasses and wildflowers to towering 
shade trees, form the base of the food chain. Our 
native insects are uniquely adapted to eat native 
plants; some insects are generalists and can eat a 
variety of plants, but many are specialists that can 
only digest certain types of leaves based on the 
chemistry of the plant. For instance, the Luna moth 
would not be with us without the sweetgum tree and 
a few other types of native hardwood trees. Each 
female Luna moth lays approximately 150 eggs, 
which then become 150 highly nutritious caterpil-
lars, feeding chickadees, vireos, spiders and more. 
These in turn may be eaten by a snake, hawk or 
other predator. It is estimated that of the 150, only 2 
or 3 moths survive to mate and lay eggs. The rest 
form protein and energy moving up the food chain. 

In fact, entomologist Doug Tallamy from the Univer-
sity of Delaware, reports in his book Bringing Nature 
Home, that 90% of the insects that eat plants can 
develop and reproduce only on the plants with 
which they share an evolutionary history. For in-
stance, in China there are 400 species of insects 
that are able to feed on Chinese tallow where it is 
native, whereas only 3 species of insects utilize it in 
North America. Yet native willow trees, which com-
pete for the same wetland habitat, support approxi-
mately 450 species of insects, thus supplying birds 
and many other animals with food. This is why it is 
so important to remove invasive species like the 
Chinese tallow from our yards and parks. 

Article by Donna Legare, excerpted from 
works.audubon.org 

SAAS Board Members Needed for 2020 
 
SAAS President Mariann Golden and Treasurer Robin 
Stevens will be completing their terms at the end of 
this year. If you would like to volunteer to join the 
SAAS Board of Directors and help fill the vacancies, 
please let Mariann know: marianng9350@juno.com 

Red-shouldered Hawk by Lora Render 

mailto:marianng9350@juno.com
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SAAS/BAS MEETINGS CALENDAR  

Thursday, August 1 ● 7:00 PM 
San Antonio Zoo Education Center 

Salty Marsh Serenader—The Black Rail 
has a BIG voice in a tiny package! 

Presenter: Dr. Clay Green, Professor of  
Biology, Texas State University 

 
Texas likely contains the largest concentration of  
Eastern Black Rails in the U.S. and is an important 
stronghold for the species, especially along the Gulf of 
Mexico. With continuing threats from habitat loss and 
sea level rise, conservation and on-the-ground  
management of the species is critical for Black Rails  
to have a future in Texas. Dr. Green will fill us in on  
all the research that graduate students in his lab  
have been doing on this species.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Black Rail (Laterallus jamaicensis) is a small (6”)
and secretive marsh bird that inhabits coastal high 
marshes and freshwater wetlands throughout the 
Americas. In Texas, winter migrant and breeding  
populations of the Eastern Black Rail (L. j. jamaicensis) 
are known to occur in disjunct wetlands along the Gulf 
Coast. This subspecies has been proposed by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service for listing as “threatened”  
under the Endangered Species Act. Black Rail  
distribution and life history are poorly known in Texas. 
Dr. Green’s lab has been researching Black Rails in 
coastal Texas since 2014, studying survey methodolo-
gy, occurrence and distribution, spatial ecology and the 
habitat requirements of Black Rails in marshes along 
the middle and upper Texas coast. Several years of 
surveys were conducted to initially gain an understand-
ing of Black Rail distribution and abundance. That  
research was followed by in-depth studies of the 
breeding ecology and habitat use of Black Rails, as 
well as a study of Yellow Rail and Black Rail wintering 
distributions at San Bernard National Wildlife Refuge.  

Thursday, July 11 ● 7:00 PM 
San Antonio Zoo Education Center 

UTSA Citizen Scientist Projects 
Presenters: UTSA Professor Dr. Jen Smith 

and Graduate Students Amanda  
Lamberson and Eres Gomez 

Learn how we can assist UTSA researchers in better 
understanding how our actions affect the birds that visit 
our yards. 

 

Project 1: Evaluating the potential effects of back-
yard bird feeding on birds in San Antonio. Present-
ed by Dr. Smith and Amanda Lamberson. 

In this project, the researchers want to evaluate the 
effects of supplementary feeding on birds in urban 
backyards in San Antonio. They will conduct surveys of 
retailers of wild bird food in San Antonio to better un-
derstand when and where bird food is being sold and 
what types of bird food are popular. The survey results 
will inform a broader study to evaluate the effects of 
supplementary feeding on the abundance, diversity, 
and movements of birds in San Antonio. These efforts 
will integrate citizen scientists, surveys and on-the-
ground experimental field methods. By coupling these 
approaches, the objective is to better understand the 
effects of urbanization on birds  
living in urban landscapes. Ultimately, results from the 
study will inform feeding guidelines that promote the 
well-being of birds in our cities and towns.  

 

Project 2: Evaluating the potential effects of antico-
agulant rodenticide exposure to raptors in San  
Antonio. Presented by Eres Gomez. 
The research objectives are to determine if raptors are 

being affected by anticoagulant 
rodenticides differentially across 
multiple urban gradients in San 
Antonio and throughout Texas. 
Surveys will be done to deter-
mine provisioning of rodenticide 
by humans in San Antonio (e.g., 
type of poison, when and where 
it is provided). Raptor distribu-
tions in San Antonio will be eval-
uated using field surveys and 
publicly available data (e.g., from 
eBird). Tissue samples from de-
ceased raptors with known ori-

gins will be collected from raptor rehabilitation centers 
and analyzed. An outreach initiative will be implement-
ed about the risks of anticoagulant rodenticides and 
provide options for safer, natural alternatives. 
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SAVE THE DATE! 2019 AUDUBON ANNUAL DINNER 

October 3, 2019 ●  5:00 PM to 9:00 PM  
San Antonio Zoo Beastro 

Our Audubon Annual Dinner speaker will be West Virginia-based author and conservation-
ist Katie Fallon, co-founder of the Avian Conservation Center of Appalachia, a nonprofit 
research, education and rehabilitation center for injured birds. Katie is a member of the In-
ternational Association of Avian Trainers and Educators and has glove-trained a wide varie-
ty of raptor species. 

Katie will speak about one of her favor-
ite birds, a species she profiled in her 
book Vulture: The Private Life of an 
Unloved Bird, which will be available 
for sale and signing after the program. 
Turkey Vultures are the most widely 
distributed and abundant scavenging 
birds of prey on the planet—found from 
central Canada to the southern tip of 
Argentina and almost everywhere in 
between. They are large, familiar birds 
that, despite being ubiquitous and rec-
ognizable, are historically shunned, 
feared, reviled and thoroughly misunderstood. Katie follows a year in the life of a typical 
North American Turkey Vulture and examines all aspects of the bird’s natural history: 
breeding, incubating, raising chicks, migrating, and roosting with the goal of using scientific 
facts to counter the too often negative myths that surround this magnificent bird. 

Tickets are $35 per person for dinner and the program. Buy your tickets 
at the August 1 and September 5 meetings or by mail. 
 
The dinner menu includes: 
 Meat or Zucchini Lasagna OR Ratatouille 
 Italian Green Beans 
 Caesar Salad 
 Texas Toast Garlic Bread 
 Bread Pudding with Bourbon Sauce 
 Bowl of Mixed fruit (pineapple, strawberries, and grapes) 
 Fresh Brewed Iced Tea and Water 
 
Cash Bar from 5:00 to 7:30 PM includes: 
 Conservesa (Freetail Beer supporting Zoo Conservation initiatives), light beer,  
 red and white wine, margaritas 
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San Antonio Audubon Society 

5150 Broadway #257 
San Antonio TX 78209-5710 

info@saaudubon.org 
www.saaudubon.org 

 
Officers 
Mariann Golden, President 

Georgina Schwartz, Vice President 
Mariana Outlaw, Secretary 
Robin Stevens, Treasurer 

Directors at Large 

Lorna Engleman 
Christian Fernandez 
Christine Turnbull 
 

Committee Chairs 

Bird Records  

   Dodge Engleman-----------birdreports@saaudubon.org 

Education/Outreach 
   Patsy Inglet------------------—-------info@saaudubon.org 
Field Trips 
   Christian Fernandez------——----bcfercaa@yahoo.com 

Historian, Betty Walters 

Membership 

   Database, Tom Inglet--------members@saaudubon.org 

Judson Nature Trails 
   Barbara Sykes———————-btsykes@sbcglobal.net  

Publicity, Shirley Bartels—————sbartels@satx.rr.com 

Newsletter, Lora Reynolds---------editor@saaudubon.org 

Website, Christine Turnbull-----------web@saaudubon.org 

SAAS Board of Directors Meeting 

AREA Real Estate, 1221 Broadway #104 

Thursday ● July 25 ● 6:00 PM 
The Board will not meet in August. 

All are invited. Contact Mariann Golden for more 
 info: MariannG9350@juno.com 

 
 
2019 Bexar County Bird Checklists 

SAN ANTONIO AUDUBON NEWS 

Editor: Lora Reynolds 
Contributing Editor: Georgina Schwartz 
Newsletter Distribution: Tom Inglet  
The newsletter is published bimonthly. Send submissions to 
editor@saaudubon.org. Permission is granted to other nonprofit 
groups to reprint articles, unless otherwise noted. Reprints must 
refer to the originating issue and give credit to San Antonio 
Audubon News and the specific author.  
 
Copyright © 2019 by the San Antonio Audubon Society.  

SAAS Membership 
The SAAS newsletter is sent by email only to all 
members who have provided an email address. You 
will also receive a membership renewal notice by 
email. We no longer mail a printed membership di-
rectory to everyone, but a PDF copy is available by 
email from the membership secretary at 
members@saaudubon.org  

The 2019 Bexar County Bird Checklists 
have been printed! We are making the 

checklists available at no 
cost, thanks to sponsor Bill 
Svelan from Wild Birds Un-
limited on Huebner Road 
and to funds from the estate 
of former SAAS member 
Sue Bayley. 

LOCAL BIRDING LOCATIONS 
 

MITCHELL LAKE AUDUBON CENTER 

10750 Pleasanton Road 
San Antonio, TX 78221  

Visit http://mitchelllake.audubon.org or email 
mlac@audubon.org or call 210/628-1639  

 

SAN ANTONIO BOTANICAL GARDEN 
555 Funston, San Antonio, TX 78209 

Visit www.sabot.org or call 210/207-3250 

 

GOVERNMENT CANYON  
12861 Galm Rd, San Antonio, TX 78254  

Visit www.friendsofgc.org or call 210/688-9055 

 

CIBOLO NATURE CENTER 
140 City Park Rd., Boerne, TX 78006 

Visit www.cibolo.org or call 830/249-4614 

MITCHELL LAKE MONTHLY  
BIRDING TOURS 

Pre-register online at MLAC website 

1st Sunday: July 7 & August 4, 7:30 AM 

 2nd Sunday: July 14 & August 11, 7:30 AM 
2nd Tuesday: July 9 & August 13, 7:30 AM 
3rd Sunday: July 21 & August 18, 7:30 AM  
4th Sunday: July 28 & August 25, 7:30 AM 

4th Saturday (Beginning Birders Tour): July 27 &  
August 24, 8:00 AM 

$8 for non-members; Free for members 

Visit http://mitchelllake.audubon.org or email 
mlac@audubon.org or 210/628-1639  

 

mailto:info@saaudugon.org
mailto:birdreports@saaudubon.org
mailto:birdreports@saaudubon.org
mailto:fieldtrips@saaudubon.org
mailto:sbartels@satx.rr.com
mailto:editor@saaudubon.org
mailto:web@saaudubon.org
tel:%28210%29%20688-9055
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